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YEAR 7 STUDENTS — TRANSFER TO HIGH SCHOOLS 

658. Mrs M.H. ROBERTS to the Minister for Education: 

I refer to the recent Western Australian Council of State School Organisations conference, at which the Minister 
for Education advised that she had genuinely not made up her mind about whether year seven students would be 
moved to high schools, as has already occurred in many private colleges.  

(1) Will the high schools selected for the minister’s new independent schools model be able to choose to 
take year 7 students? 

(2) When the minister makes up her mind, will she make a ruling for all schools or will she let each school 
community decide for itself? 

(3) What are the implications for the implementation of the national curriculum? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

I thank the member for Midland for the question. 

(1)-(3) This question was raised some time ago and dealt with by the previous government, based on the 
information that was available at the time. Since the decision was made that government schools would 
not place year 7 students in high schools, there has been a major change in the non-government sector. 
Most of the non-government high schools, and all the Catholic schools, now place year 7 students in 
high schools; the scene has changed. All I said was that I wanted to revisit this decision because we 
now have a dual system. No decisions have been made about any changes. We have a dual system in 
which almost all the non-government high schools have year 7 students, whereas in government 
schools, year 7 students are still in primary school. Approximately six government high schools accept 
year 7 students, which occurred during the term of the previous Labor government.  

No decision has yet been made. All I have said is that I want a public debate and to revisit this decision 
because of the dual system that has been created by the changes in the non-government sector. The 
changes have been such that many of our schools—not only those in the leafy western suburbs—are 
being affected, and their arrangements for year 7 students are not viable. They will not be viable even 
when the half cohort moves through them. No decisions have been made; I want to hear what people 
have to say on this matter, and I have received some very good letters from people, particularly in the 
country, where there are great concerns about the changes. It is very important to have a public debate 
about this matter so that our year 7 students are in the right setting. We have to remember that year 7 
students are now six months older than they were before the change to the school entry age. Half the 
children currently in year 7 would now have been in high school had that decision not been made. It is a 
major issue in terms of cost and the education of our children, and we have to make sure that we get it 
right. 

Across Australia, the vast majority of year 7 Australian schoolchildren are in high schools, not primary 
schools. We have to look at this across the board; it is open for public discussion and I want to hear 
what people have to say about it. 

 


